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Disclaimer

Conformément au réglement (CEE, Euratom) n°® 354/83 du Conseil du 1er février 1983
concernant I'ouverture au public des archives historiques de la Communauté économique
européenne et de la Communauté européenne de I'énergie atomique (JO L 43 du 15.2.1983,
p. 1), tel que modifié par le réglement (CE, Euratom) n° 1700/2003 du 22 septembre 2003
(JO L 243 du 27.9.2003, p. 1), ce dossier est ouvert au public. Le cas échéant, les documents
classifies présents dans ce dossier ont été déclassifies conformément a I'article 5 dudit
reglement.

In accordance with Council Regulation (EEC, Euratom) No 354/83 of 1 February 1983
concerning the opening to the public of the historical archives of the European Economic
Community and the European Atomic Energy Community (OJ L 43, 15.2.1983, p. 1), as
amended by Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1700/2003 of 22 September 2003 (OJ L 243,
27.9.2003, p. 1), this file is open to the public. Where necessary, classified documents in this
file have been declassified in conformity with Article 5 of the aforementioned regulation.

In Ubereinstimmung mit der Verordnung (EWG, Euratom) Nr. 354/83 des Rates vom 1.
Februar 1983 uber die Freigabe der historischen Archive der Europdaischen
Wirtschaftsgemeinschaft und der Europaischen Atomgemeinschaft (ABI. L 43 vom 15.2.1983,
S. 1), geandert durch die Verordnung (EG, Euratom) Nr. 1700/2003 vom 22. September 2003
(ABI. L 243 vom 27.9.2003, S. 1), ist diese Datei der Offentlichkeit zugénglich. Soweit
erforderlich, wurden die Verschlusssachen in dieser Datei in Ubereinstimmung mit Artikel 5
der genannten Verordnung freigegeben.
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Proposal for a Council Decision
in regard to the intervention of the European Social Fund
in favour of persons occupied in the textilg and clqthing

sectors

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic

Community;

Having regard to the Council Decision of 1 February 1971 on the
reform of the European Social Fund (1) and in particular
“Article 4 thereof;

Having regard te the proposal from the Commission;
Having regard to the epinion of the European Parliament;
Having regard to the opinion of the Economic and Social Committee;

Whereas the Decision of the Council of 19 December 1972 in regard
to the intervention of the European Social Fund in fevour of persons

occupied in the textile sector expires on 1 January 1976 (2);

Whereas the employment situation in the Community textile sector
continues nevertheless to be characterised by imbalances of a quali-
tative and quantitative nature and gives rise to the need to extend
the specific common éction aimed at ensuring a better adaptation of

the supply of and demand for manpower in this sector;
o Ny _ o

Whereas the difficulties feélt in the area of empioyhent‘in the teitile.
sector have progressively affected the clothing sector;

o/ooo

(1) 0uJe n° L 28 of 442.1971, pe 15
(2) 0uJe n° L 261 of 28,12,1972, Ps 160




¢« This figure could be reduced by one third to take account
of launching delays that may occur on extending the Fund's
activities to a néw field. The number of persons concerned
in the clothing industry in 1976 can therefore be assumed
to be 14,000.

(1) The Commission Preliminary Draft General
Budget (Doc. COM (75) 330, pp. 56 and 57)
provision is made in respect of Textile :
sector operations for about 8 million u. a..
under the combined heading “Agriculture and .
Textiles" ; the remaining appropriations
required for assistance in the textile and
clothing sectors, about 12 = 14 million u. a.,
are entered under the heading "Anti-crisis
regulation" which provides for a total
amount of 60 milllon u. ae



FINANCIAL DATA

~ Annex to the proposal for a Council Decision on assistance by the

Buropean Social Fund for workers in the textile and clothing sectors

The annual cost of assistance by the European Social Fund for workers
in the textile and clothing sectors can be estimated at about

20 - 22 million u. as (1).
This estimate is based on the following data :

-l. Average cost of assistance by the Social Fund for vocational train-
ing programmes and geographical mobility in the textile sector in
the last three years : 670 u. a. per person.

This average could be taken as a basis for action in the forthcoming é

Year with regard to both the textile and clothing sectors.

2. Number of people concerned @

- In textile ‘z

« About 16,500 persons were concerned by applications for assis-
tance in 1975.

e Provision should be made for the same or a slightly higher -
number of recipients in 1976, i. e. about 17,000 « 20,000
personse

_This figure corresponds to about one third of the total number
of persons léaving the textile sector each year for the last
five years. -

. By applylng the same ratio, i« e« recipients/population having
left the sector, as in respect of textiles, the number of '
- recipients can be estimated at about 21,000 per year. '

‘00/00.11 »




HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOWS :

Article 1

Operations which are aimed at facilitating the employment and the geographical
and occupational mobility of persons occupied in the textile industry, inclu~
ding the processing of chemical fibres and in the clothing industry, whose
activities arekdirectly affected, or are in danger of being affected, by
quantitative or qualitative measures for structural adaptation and who are

to pursue activities as employed persons either within that industry or
outside it, shall be eligible for assistance from the Social Fund pursuant

to Article 4 of the Council Decision of 1 February 1971.

Operations for the benefit of self-empleyed persons in charge of textile
undertakings, in particular small craft undertakingg,who are to pursue acti-
vities ss self-employed persons, shall also be eligible for assistance from

the Fund on the terms laid down in the previous paragraphe

Article 2

Aids included in the list laid down by Council Regulation (EEC) No 2397/71
of 8 November 1971 on aids which may qualify for assistance from the Euro~
pean Socisl Fund may also receive assistance from the Fund by virtue of this

Decision (3).

Article 3
This decision shall enter into fbrce on 2nd January 1976 v

Done at Brussels, eee

For the Council

€3) 0.Js Noe L 249 of 10.11.1971, pe 58
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~ Intorvontion by the Europoda Social Fuﬁd to aseist porsonésoccupied in the

toxtilo ond clothing industrlos - extonsion of the Council Dooision of -
19 Docomber 1972 and inolusion of the olothmb industry (applioation of -
Artiolo 4 of the Counoil Dooision of 1 Februa:y 1971) S
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EXPuALIM‘ORY MaMO LUIDUM

it By Bt

l«  In 1972, and in viow of éonclusions which it roached on the basis

of various studies on the toxtile industry in the Community countries, the -

| Conmission had rocourso to Artiole 4 of thoe basic docision of the now

Social Fund when proPosmb to tho Council o sp001fio oommon action for
porsons occupied in tho toxtile and olothing industriose. At its meotinu of

9 Hovamber 1972 the Council scgreod to make tho uooiwl Fund availcble to
workors in the textile industry (1nolud1ng tho prooosaxng of chomioal flbros)

., for a poriod of three yearsl and deforred the quostion of a similar w:doning

of tho soope of the Iund to includo the olothxng 1ndustny for subsequent
exaninatlonz. '

Tho doocision regarding toxtilea oxpires oﬂ 1 Jonuary 1976 Howevér; sinco it -
oame into foroe the omploymont situation in this industry has not improved

at all and tho roasons which justified the deoision are just as valid today.
It thorofore seems nocossary to extond ite loreover, sinco tho diffiocultios

‘ienoountorod in the toxtile industry propor hove gradually 'affectod the olothing

industry, it has now bocome 1mperativo to inoludo tho lattor in tho fiold
of appllcation of tho dooision, . .-+ i = .n(:v";-fw:wl,.ﬂﬁrw R ;J

e . /s
1" OJ Hoe L 291/160 of 28 Dooamber 1972 o -
2 Boc Council Document "Summary of decisions"
Documont 2/2746 = J'/72 (Soc. 275)s -
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24 ldocording to avzilablo informatlon tho total number of porsons . .
omployod in tho textile industry alone deorozsod by 322,000 workors (from .
2,209,000 to 1,887, ooo) batueon 1970 and 1974. This loying—off of otaff

- refloots thoe extont of tho groat changes whioh oontinue to face thoseo two ‘
industrios, end tho magnitudo of the rcconversions of oequipmont and oapital
and the adaptations of manpower whlch thcy neoossitwtoo Thore aro threo main
roosons for thoss ohnnbea: 1ncroased competltiOn and the disturbancos whioch
it cousos on worBimarkotc, the prossure of tcchnologioal innQvations; and,

par*ioularly with regard to tho olothing industry, a cortain lack of siruce

! , x)whilst the clothing industry decreased by 125,000 units
tural odaptations’  “(rlon 1,292,000 to 1,1.67,000)

| e llot only have iho toxbile and clothing inaustrlés boon amongst tho -
sootors whioh have suffored most from the rocession but also, ahi above all, .
thoy have hoon facod during tho last three yoars with o speotaoulnr rovorsgal
in their oommercial oquilibrluma us far as oxports are concorned, co:ﬁwin
trwditlonal outlete in tho ovorseas countrios have been loat, whilo the "come
potltlon encountered on the markets of non«mombor countries has boocoma par-
ticularly aggresgive. ds far as 1mports are oonoornod, cortain goods have

. boon made moro vulnorwblo oe o rosult of thao policy of gradually lowering
barriors 1n roapoot of tho dcvoloplng countriasg, partioularlj in the contoxt

3,

.of goneralizod preferenoes in addxtiou, oxtronelj koen competition has

" beon folt as a rosult of imports from o numbor of ocountries with which the

lcommunity ie at presont nopotzntxnb voluntary restralnt agroementss Since it -
is at tho laevel of finislied produots that the impaot of importa is most folt,

| it ie not only the textile industry propery but tho whole toxtlle production

) chain, 1noluding tho olothlng induatry, whoso positlon is affoctod. '

. 3 TH : is poznted Out that, for toxtlle produots and- pondlng the oonolu31on of
" tho bilateral nogotiatlons being hold on the subjoct of the Multifibros

.+ ivArrangoment - tho Commission has proposed to oxtend the. prosont systom for
1976 with a fixod increase of 5 % in the tariff quotas and tho.ooilings
oxprossed in tonnage. In addition, now countriecs will be inoludod in the
list of beneficiary ocountries for oer*ain produots. R .
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4e With regard to the offects of tho tochnological innovation typical of
the “now ora' which textiles havo ontered, lot us recall the two aspocts Of
thom which the proposal for a decision forvarded in 1972 had alroady
emphcsizodse On tho ono hand, the search for more satisfactory sompotitive
positions, ;J.nd the accolerated application of now tochniques which it

‘domands, are likoly to causo oonsiderable changes in the sphere of cmployment

vhich could also lead to tho laying=off of workors, On the othor hand, ond
dospito the constant roduction in the total numbor of workers, manpowor
shorto.gos, somotimes of a quantitative nature but more frequently and more
portioularly qualitative, appoar as a result * of the introduction of now
$oil:s which corrospond to the roquiroments of on industry that hos bocomo
to an ovor-inorcasing oxtont a capital intonsive -industry, but also o8 o
rosult of the inadoquacy of vooational training éyétoms and sometimea' oven
of tho abandoning of an industry whoso 1mago has beoomo less attractivo
for same workors, ) ' '

'Thero is still a very cloar nood at both 1evels for dynamio retraining,

spocia llz’ition and readaptation opora,tions.

e Lastly, certoin problems concerning employmont and manpowor are a

- rosult of the very structuros of the toxtile industry, and that of tho

clothing industry in particular, The lattor has continued to a large oxtont.
to bo a labour-intensivo industry (80 % women), with o very high turnover

of staf f and relatively smnll avorage inoreaso in product:.vity. Tho numbor

of small and medium-gized underta.ld.nga (averago size: 62 persons por undor~ - .

taking, without counting small orafts) is oxtromoly important, and cottage

industry is still widospread, Moreover, the olothing industry is GOOG'I‘aPhi"
cally vory soattored, and decontralisation to rural and mountain re"ions or
aroas in deoline has ofton holped undortakings to obtain the labour whioch

Shoy hod difficulty in finding in moro industralizod oentres for the rates

e S

of poy and working OOnd.itlons which thoy offorod.

FATIE S E e < o ORI




..mically threatened regioné.

\Desplte movements towards conoentratlon whlch _may be expected in the

intorvontion by tho Pund o worknrs in the cloth1ng industry. _

Lo sede o V/995/15-3
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6. . Tho restructuring measures which have takon place in tho textile ond

clothing industries during rocent years havo had varying effocts in tho .

" various countries. Tho scme will bo truo in tholnoar future:‘rooonvorsions,’

combinations, adaptations or transfors of staff will have vory varying
reporcussions on tho various regions and oategoriocs of workers deponding 5
on tho competitive positién and adaptation capacity of the branchos of . ‘
industry, the type or sizc of tho undortaking, and the doneity of the
population working in those industries. Howev°r, thore is no doubt that,
when oonsidered from an overall point of view for tho Community os a wholoy

tho imbalances obsorvod and expected in tho omploynont aphoro in thoae two

sootors demand both on account of their soopo and tho naturc of the mensuro

which thoy mey involve, that the spocific common- aotion auxhorizlng Socinl
Fund intorvention undor urticle 4 be continuod. | -

In view of the faot that tho probloms ariso more and more in genoral
toxtiln/cloﬁﬁng terms, it no longer seoms posslblo %o avoid extcandinb

]
V-

Te All the types of aid provided for in tho Fund's list of eligiblo |

— v e

;pomlng years, thekclothlng 1ndustry plays gpqhw;ll contipue‘to play éﬂ“_;ﬂ

-

--odd will, thorofore, be applioable $o workors. in both industrios, inoludinu,

was odoptod, workers from family-type emall oraft undortak1ngs who zntond
to pursuo ‘activities as selfhomplqyed ‘parsons, f‘ffp“ widee R
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wimportani.i::'r".oie; ﬁart{cuiériyfin the!defélabmen£ andfsurvival of econo=-.'"

- and for the samo rocsons as those given whon tho docision of MNovembor 1972 B



